














S. Developer's contracts. The city may also enter into contracts with owners of real estate as provided in 
the Municipal Water and Sewer Facilities Act (Chapter 35.91 RCW). 

T. Developer extension manual agreement. The Developer Extension agreement is incorporated herein 
by this reference and is available for review at the city clerk's office. 

U. Responsibilities. Every licensed contractor shall: 

1. Post a valid side sewer permit at the site of the work prior to commencing the work relating 
thereto; 

2. Contract for work using only the standard form of side sewer contract approved by the Director, 
executed in duplicate, and which shall provide: 

a. A clear description, including sketch, of the work to be performed and the materials to be 
used; and 

b. That workmanship and materials shall be guaranteed for a period of one year after 
installation and acceptance thereof; 

3. Adhere at all times to the then current requirements of the city for side sewers and side sewer 
contractors, including such reasonable requirements of the Director relating to construction, installation, 
reconstruction and repair; and 

4. Be liable for all damages to the public sewers or sewage works of the city caused by his work. 

V. Backwater valves. The Uniform Plumbing Code requires backwater valves on building sewers where 
the finished floor is below the rim of the upstream manhole. Backwater valves, if they are installed, must 
be located within the building footprint upstream of the cleanout. The city is not responsible for their 
installation, maintenance, or operation. The side sewer permit for a building with a backwater valve shall 
include a hold harmless clause which indemnifies the City against any liability, damage, or cost which may 
accrue from the installation and operation of a backwater valve in the side sewer. 

W. Easement Required - Connection to Low - Pressure Main. When making a side sewer connection 
to a public low-pressure sewer main an easement agreement will be required. The easement agreement 
will be between the private property owner and the city. The easement will allow the city to maintain the 
property owner's private grinder pump and associated sewer line from the pump to the connection to the 
sewer main. The easement will be completed on a form furnished by the city and upon completion must 
be recorded by the private property owner with the King County Recorder's Office. If the private property 
owner does not adhere to the easement submittal and recording process, the city will not maintain the 
private grinder pump and associated sewer line from the pump to the connection to the sewer main. 

13.08.50 Permit Fees, Connection Charges, and Service Billing 

A. Side sewer permit. The side sewer permit fee shall be as established periodically by city council 
resolution, which includes two inspections. Each additional inspection fee shall be as established 
periodically by city council resolution. 

B. Lines outside city. All sewer lines constructed by any property owner outside the boundaries of the 
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city shall be constructed and installed at the sole expense of the property owner under the supervision of 
the city and after installation such sewer lines, other than side sewers from the structure to the property 
line, shall be conveyed to the city free and clear of all liens or encumbrances, together with duly executed 
and acknowledged easements for all portions of such sewer lines located upon private property, all at no 
cost to the city. The cost of the city supervision shall be paid for by the property owner. The property 
owner shall furnish the city "as-built" (record) drawings covering such sewer lines so constructed and 
installed. 

C. Bimonthly Billing. All charges for sewer services shall be billed to the customer by the city on a 
bimonthly billing cycle. All charges for service will be from the beginning of one month to the end of the 
following month. All bills shall be paid to the City of Lake Forest Park. Sewer charges shall be due and 
payable on the first day of the second month of the two-month period for which the charges are made, 
such billing to cover the charges for the immediately preceding month and the current month in advance. 
Appropriate adjustments shall be made in order that all customers may be billed concurrently. 

1. As for buildings and residences in existence at the time sewer service is made available to 
such buildings or residences, sewer service charges shall commence on the first day of the calendar 
month following the date such service becomes available. 

2 As for buildings or residences constructed after the time public sewers have been constructed 
capable of serving such buildings or residences, sewer service charges shall commence on the first day of 
the month following the month in which the sewer connection has been inspected and accepted by the 
city, or after occupancy of such building or residence, whichever event first occurs, whether or not such 
building or residence is actually connected to the sewage facilities of the city. 

D. Delinquent charges. All connection charges and all sewage disposal service charges against property 
owners receiving or capable of receiving such service are deemed charges against the property served, 
and when such connection charges are not paid within 30 days after the date of billing, or such sewage 
disposal service charges are not paid by the last day of the calendar month in which billing is made, such 
charges shall be delinquent. Upon such charges becoming delinquent there shall be added to them a 
penalty of 10 percent of the amount of such charges. In addition, from the date of delinquency there shall 
be charged interest at eight percent per annum on the delinquent charges. 

Delinquent charges, penalties added thereto and the interest on such charges and penalties shall 
be a lien against the property upon which such service was received or capable of being received and 
may be foreclosed as provided by law. The Finance Director may waive the penalty on delinquent charges 
one time for reasons considered to be reasonable and due to circumstances beyond the control of the 
property owner receiving such sewage disposal services. Examples of reasonable circumstances would 
include: sewer bills that get lost in the mail, sewer bills which are stolen from mailboxes, sewer bills which 
get returned to the city due to the transfer of property ownership, or for sewer bills which are not paid by a 
tenant who has moved and the property owner was not notified of the bill until after the bill was due. 

E. Person billed. Charges for sewer services furnished by the city shall be billed to the owner of the 
property to which the services are rendered; provided, that when the owner and tenant in possession, in 
writing, file with the city a request that the billing be sent to the tenant, the Finance Director may, at his 
discretion, grant such a request, subject to such reasonable conditions as he finds are appropriate. 
Notwithstanding to whom the billing is sent, the obligation for payment shall be the joint and several 
responsibility of the property owner and the tenant. 

13.08.60 Use of the Public Sewers 
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A. Storm and other unpolluted waters. No person shall discharge or cause to be discharged any 
stormwater, surface water, roof runoff, subsurface drainage, cooling water or unpolluted industrial process 
waters to any sanitary sewer. 

B. Prohibited wastes. 

J. Except as provide<,:! in this chapter, no person shall discharge or cause to be discharged any of 
the following described waters or wastes to any public sewer: · · · 

a. Any liquid or vapor having a temperature higher than 150 degrees Fahrenheit; 

b. Any water or waste which may contain more than 100 parts per million, by weight, of 
fat, oil or grease; 

c. Any gasoline, benzene, naphtha, fuel oil, lube oil or other flammable or explosive 
liquid, solid or gas; 

d. Any garbage that has not been shredded so that no particle is greater than one-half 
inch in any dimension and that all particles will be carried freely under the flow conditions normally 
prevailing in public sewers; 

e. Any ashes, cinders, sand, mud, straw, shavings, metal, glass, rags, feathers, tar, 
plastics, wood, paunch manure or any other solid or viscous substance capable of causing obstruction to 
the flow in sewers or other interference with the proper operation of the sewage works; 

f. Any waters or wastes having a pH lower than 5.5 or higher than 9.0 or having any other 
corrosive property capable of causing damage or hazard to structures, equipment and personnel of the 
city; 

g. Any waters or wastes containing toxic or poisonous substances in sufficient quantity to 
injure or interfere with any sewage treatment process, constitute a hazard to humans or animals or create 
any hazard in the receiving waters of the sewage treatment plant; 

h. Any waters or wastes containing suspended solids of such character and quantity that 
unusual attention or expense is required to handle such materials at the sewage treatment plant; 

i. Any noxious or malodorous gas or substance capable of creating a public nuisance. 

2. It shall be unlawful for any person to: 

a. Discharge fats, oil or grease directly into fixtures which are connected to the collection 
system. 

b. Discharge unused butter, margarine, or other solid grease products into the collection 
through garbage disposals or other means. 

c. Discharge, or cause to be discharged, to the collection system wastewater which 
contains: (1) oil or grease of petroleum or mineral origin in excess of 100 mg/I; or (2) fats, oil or grease of 
animal or vegetable origin in excess of 100 mg/I as measured by the Partition-Gravimetric method or the 
Partition-Infrared method outlined in the latest edition of Standard Methods for the Examination of Water 
and Wastewater, published by the American Public Health Association. 
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d. Discharge any waste or wastewater containing oils, greases, solids, or liquids into any 
storm drainage system, or to any land, street, public way, river, stream, or other waterway. 

e. Allow liquid waste which is injurious to public health or emits offensive odors to 
accumulate on that person's property or in that person's possession. 

f. Use any chemical emulsifying agent to hinder or eliminate the interception of fats or 
grease from entering the city's wastewater collection system. 

g. Discharge sanitary wastes from toilets, urinals, or 0th.er similar fixtures through any 
interceptor. All wastes shall enter the interceptor through the inlet pipe only. 

h. Discharge shredded food wastes into any fixture which discharges to any interceptor. 

i. Return waste to an interceptor for the purpose of reducing the volume to be hauled. 

j. Use any additive as a substitute for interceptors or the maintenance of interceptors; 
provided the director may authorize use of additives, other than those that emulsify fat, oil or grease, as a 
supplement to interceptors according to a written protocol for testing of such additives, which must be 
completed at the applicant's expense to the director's satisfaction before it may be used. 

C. Damage to works. No unauthorized person shall maliciously, willfully or negligently break, damage, 
destroy, uncover, deface or tamper with any structure, appurtenance or piece of equipment which is a part 
of the city sewage works. 

D. Notices, billings. Any person who has the care, custody, control or management of any premises or 
building, or who has control of the operation thereof or the collection of rentals therefrom, shall, for the 
purpose of this chapter, be deemed to be the agent of the owner of such premises or building, and the 
giving of all notices provided for in this chapter to that agent shall be deemed due notice to the owner. The 
mailing or delivery of bills for sewer service charges, permit fees, connection or trunkage charges, or other 
charges to that agent shall be deemed mailing or delivery to the owner. 

E. Right of entry. The Director and other duly authorized employees or representatives of the city bearing 
proper credentials and identification shall be permitted to enter upon all property for the purpose of 
inspection, observation, measurement, sampling and testing in accordance with the provisions of this 
chapter. 

F. Authority of Director. All instructions and decisions made by the Director shall be final. Where this 
chapter requires approval by, permission or decision of, or instructions from the Director, he shall be 
guided by generally recognized engineering standards and practices; the operational demands and 
requirements of the sewer works; and the peculiarities of construction, topography, soil condition or other 
relevant special factors affecting the specific decision to be made. 

G. Violation - liability. Any person who violates any provisions of this chapter shall be liable to the city 
for any expense, loss, damage, cost of inspection or cost of correction incurred, by the city by reason of 
such violation, including any expenses incurred by the city in collecting from such person for such loss, 
damage, expense, cost of inspection or cost of correction. 

H. Violation - Notice. Any person found to be violating any provision of this chapter shall be personally 

Page 11 of 18 Ordinance 1098 



served with or mailed written notice by the city stating the nature of the violation and providing a 
reasonable time limit for the satisfactory correction thereof. Such notice shall be mailed to the last address 
known by the City for the person to receive notice. The offender shall, within the period of time stated in 
such notice, permanently cease all violations and make all necessary corrections. 

I. Violation - Penalty. Any person who continues any violation beyond the time limit is guilty of a 
misdemeanor and shall be liable for a fine of up to $500.00, or imprisonment of up to 30 days, or both, 
and in addition to the items of expense, become liable to-the city for a penalty in the amount of 10 percent 
of such expense items, together with interest on the fine at eight percent per year from the date of the time 
limit. 

13.08.70 Fat, Oil, and Grease 

A. Pretreatment of fats, oils and greases required. 

1. Newly constructed or remodeled restaurants, cafes, lunch counters, cafeterias, bars, or clubs; 
or hotel, hospital, sanitarium, factory or school kitchens; or other establishments that serve or prepare 
food where grease may be introduced into the sewer system shall have pretreatment facilities to prevent 
the discharge of fat waste, oil, or grease (FOG). Take-out food establishments or other establishments 
that prepare food, but do not cook in oil or grease, and who serve food only in disposable containers, may 
be exempted from this requirement, provided their discharges will not violate the general discharge 
prohibitions of this chapter. These pretreatment facilities must be grease interceptors installed in the 
waste line leading from sinks, drains, or other fixtures where grease may be discharged. Dischargers 
must maintain these facilities in a manner that will always prevent fat waste, oil, or grease from being 
carried into the sewer system. Fat waste, oil, or grease removed from such a facility shall not be disposed 
of in sanitary or storm sewers. 

2. All existing restaurants, cafes, lunch counters, cafeterias, bars, or clubs; or hotel, hospital, 
sanitarium, factory or school kitchens or other establishments that prepare food where grease may be 
introduced into the sewer system which do not have a grease trap or interceptor at time of adoption of the 
ordinance codified in this chapter shall meet the requirements for grease, oils and fats by either installing a 
grease trap or interceptor or by providing a FOG management plan which shall include specific disposal 
practices and proof they are being adhered to no later than July 1, 2017. If any of the aforementioned 
businesses are sold or leased they shall be required to install or connect to a grease removal system 
within six months of transferring ownership or provide a management plan within one month of 
transferring ownership. The Director shall approve of all management plans or installations of grease 
removal systems. 
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B. Washing facilities, grease rack-Pretreatment. Dischargers who operate automatic and coin­
operated laundries, car washes, filling stations, commercial garages or similar businesses having any type 
of washing facilities or grease racks and any other dischargers producing grit, sand, oils, or other 
materials which have the potential of causing partial or complete obstruction of the building sewer or other 
areas in the sewer system shall install approved interceptors or tanks in accordance with the latest 
specifications adopted by the city such that excessive amounts of oil, sand and inert solids are effectively 
prevented from entering the city sewer. 

C. FOG pretreatment facilities-Installation and maintenance. All grease traps, interceptors, oil/water 
separators, settling tanks and grit traps shall be installed, maintained and operated by the discharger at 
his own expense. The installation shall be kept in continuous operation at all times, and shall be 
maintained to provide efficient operation. Cleaning must be performed by a service contractor qualified to 
perform such cleaning. All material removed shall be disposed of in accordance with all state and federal 
regulations. Certification of maintenance shall be made readily available to the city authorized personnel 
for review and inspection. If a failure to maintain settling tanks, grit traps, grease interceptors, grease traps 
or oil/water separators results in partial or complete blockage of the building sewer or other parts of the 
wastewater utility system, adversely affects the treatment or transmission capabilities of the system, or 
requires excessive maintenance by the city, the discharger responsible for the facilities shall be subject to 
the remedies, including enforcement and penalties detailed in this chapter. 

D. Disposal of liquid and semisolid fat, oil or grease. Establishments which deep fry, pan fry or 
otherwise generate liquid or semisolid restaurant grease shall: 

1. Maintain a container on-site for containment of liquid and semisolid grease wastes; and 

2. Dispose of such material by having it transported to a rendering plant by a facility holding a 
state rendering permit. 

E. Interceptors - Requirements and standards. Interceptors shall comply with the following 

requirements and standards. 

1. Design. Interceptors shall have: Multiple compartment flotation chambers; Fittings designed for 
grease retention; Manholes fitted with gas-tight covers, with a minimum opening dimension of 20 inches, 
spaced a minimum of one manhole per 10 feet of interceptor length; A sampling compartment designed 
and installed according to city plans available at the utility department; and Such other features as the 
director may reasonably require. 

2. Sizing. The size of the interceptor in gallons shall be determined by multiplying seating capacity 
or the number of meals served per peak hour, whichever is greater x 6.0 gallons x 2.5 hours x the 
following storage factor: 

Facilities open less than 16 hours = 

Facilities open for 16 hours or more = 2 

Facilities open for 24 hours = 3 

3. The Director may require larger capacity interceptors for establishments with the potential to 
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discharge large quantities of oils, grease, solids or wastewater. Prepackaged or manufactured grease 
interceptors may be approved by the director with proper engineering and application review. 

4. Location. Each interceptor shall be installed and connected: 

a. In a manner providing easy access for sampling, inspection, cleaning, and removal of 
intercepted grease; 

b. As close as practical to the fixture(s) they serve; 

c. Outside of that part of the building where food is handled; 

d. So that only one establishment is served by the interceptor; and 

e. With the prior approval of the Director. 

13.08.80 Onsite Wastewater System Regulation, Taxation, and Loans 

A. On-site wastewater system - Installation and repair of failing system prohibited - Connection 
required. 

1. Installation of an on-site wastewater system or repair of failing on-site wastewater system is 
prohibited when public sewer is available. 

2. Any property served by a failing on-site wastewater system shall be required to connect to the 
public system. 

3. A violation of this section shall be a gross misdemeanor and punished as prescribed by law. 

B. On-site wastewater system - License. 

1. An owner of property served by an on-site wastewater system shall, no later than January 30th 
of the year following the date the property owner receives notice that service is available, apply for an on­
site wastewater license as provided herein. 

2. An owner of property served by an on-site wastewater system to which service is available from 
the public system who fails either to connect to the public system or to obtain an on-site wastewater 
license shall be guilty of a gross misdemeanor and punished as prescribed by law. 

C. Application. Application for an on-site wastewater license shall be made on a form provided by the 
city. The application shall be accompanied by a fee established by the city council in an amount sufficient 
to recover city administrative costs. 

D. License - Conditions - Revocation. The city is authorized to issue an on-site wastewater license for 
any on-site system, subject to the following conditions: 

1. An application inspection establishes that to the satisfaction of the Director the on-site 
wastewater system is operating properly and does not constitute a threat to public safety. 

2. A schedule of maintenance (including, but not limited to, pumping) and inspection is 
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established. 

3. An initial license shall not be issued in the absence of proof that: 

a. The system has been maintained and professionally inspected on a schedule of not 
less than once every six years; or 

b. The system was inspected and maintained during the year immediately preceding the 
submission of the application or during the application period. 

4. The license shall be valid as long as the licensed homeowner owns, operates, and 
maintains the on-site wastewater system and inspects or has the system regularly inspected as 
provided herein. 

5. Each successive homeowner shall apply for an on-site wastewater license as provided herein. 

6. The Director is authorized to revoke a license whenever an inspection determines that a system 
is in failure. 

7. Whenever the Director denies or revokes a license because the on-site system is failing, the 
Seattle-King County board of health shall be notified. In addition, the property owner shall be required to 
connect to the public system. 

E. Inspections. 

1. Before an initial license may be issued, the property owner shall obtain an inspection by a 
qualified professional and submit a report to the city. For this purpose, an inspection conducted within 
three years prior to submission of the application will suffice. The six-year period within which the next 
professional inspection is required shall run from the date of the inspection upon which the initial license is 
based. 

2. As a condition of maintaining a license, the property owner shall provide for the inspection of 
the on-site system by a qualified professional every 6 years. The report of the qualified professional shall 
be provided to the Director. 

3. Whenever the Director is in possession of specific and credible information that the system is 
or may be in failure, the Director shall require the property owner to obtain an inspection of the system by 
a qualified professional and provide the inspection results to the Director as soon as practicable. 

F. License - Denial. 

1. Whenever the city denies or revokes a license to a property owner for a reason other than 
system failure, the owner shall have three months to correct the identified defect(s) and provide proof 
satisfactory to the Director of such correction; and thereafter the city shall issue or reinstate a license as 
provided herein. 

2. Whenever the owner cannot legally repair an on-site system and has been directed by the city 
to abate such system, then the city is directed to work with the property owner to extend the public system 
to make public sewer available. 
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G. On-site wastewater system excise tax - Deferred payments. 

1. There is imposed upon every person who exercises the privilege of operating an on-site 
wastewater disposal system in lieu of connecting to the public system, when service from that system is 
available, an excise tax in the amount listed in the fee ordinance. 

2. Delinquent amounts shall bear an annual interest rate equal to the Federal Reserve prime rate, 
adjusted annually in January or biannually (January and July) if the change in the prime rate exceeds one 
percent in any six-month period. 

3. Payment of the excise tax plus interest may be deferred until connection to the city's 
wastewater system is made or until sale or transfer of their property. Such deferral may be requested at 
the time of license application or at any time thereafter. Until such deferral has been requested, the city 
shall bill for the excise tax as provided in subsection 1 of this section. Upon deferral request, the city may 
cease such billing. Upon request, the city shall provide the owner a statement showing the accrued and 
unpaid excise tax and the accrued and unpaid interest. 

4. To receive a deferral, a homeowner must enter into an agreement with the city agreeing that 
the city will record a lien on the homeowner's property for payment of the excise tax and sewer connection 
charge, plus interest. 

5. Payments of deferred excise tax becomes fully payable upon sale of the property or transfer of 
the property to a new owner. All accrued and unpaid excise tax shall be paid at the time of transfer. Any 
accrued and unpaid excise tax and interest that is not paid at the time of such transfer shall thereafter be 
subject to the same late payment charges plus interest as any unpaid sewer bill and shall be subject to 
enforcement and collection procedures as on any recorded lien .. Thereafter the new owner shall pay the 
excise tax on an ongoing basis as billed subject to the same late payment charges plus interest as any 
unpaid sewer bill. 

H. Abatement. Any on-site wastewater system installed, repaired or operated in violation of this chapter 
shall be abated as follows: At the direction of the Director, the city attorney shall file a complaint for 
injunctive relief in the King County superior court seeking an order directing that the on-site wastewater 
system be disconnected and directing further that the property owner immediately connect the owner's 
property to the public wastewater system in accordance with city ordinances. All costs of litigation, 
including a reasonable attorney's fee, shall be awarded to the city. 

13.08.90 Sewer Rates and Charges 

A. Rates. Rates for sanitary sewer service are adopted by the City Council in the city's biennial budget 
document. 

B. Water consumption calculation. Monthly water consumption shall be based on a monthly average 
taken from the applicable respective billing period of the agency furnishing such water and shall be subject 
to adjustment for unpolluted water which is not discharged into the public sewers upon satisfactory and 
timely proof of the amount thereof. 

C. Special services. The classifications of users set out in this chapter shall only be considered as 
applicable to general sewer service, and in the event a special condition or situation should arise by virtue 
of common ownership of adjacent or adjoining buildings of different classes of users being located in one 
building the applicable rates therefor shall be studied by the city council and the council shall fix such 
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applicable rates after hearing the recommendations of the Director. 

D. Rates and charges for other classes. The Director shall recommend the adoption of a rate for such 
class or classes of service after making a proper investigation of the building or buildings involved and the 
use or uses to which the same will be put. 

E. Connection charge - Single units. In addition to the actual cost of connection as determined by time 
and materials, each property seeking to connect to the city's sanitary sewer system shall pay as a 
condition of such connection a connection charge in an amount that may be adjusted from time to time by 
city council resolution. 

F. Connection charge - Multiple units. Whenever multiple units will be served, then, in addition to the 
actual cost of connection as determined by time and materials, each property seeking to connect to the 
city's sanitary sewer system shall pay as a condition of such connection a connection charge in amounts 
that may be adjusted from time to time by city council resolution. 

G. Collection of charges. Except for connection charges, the city shall collect all the charges and shall 
pay the same into the fund of the city known as the "sewer revenue fund" created by Ordinance No. 106 of 
the city. Connection charges collected by the city shall be paid into the "sewer capital improvement fund" 
created by ordinance. 

Section 2. Corrections. The City Clerk is authorized to make necessary corrections to this 
ordinance including, but not limited to, the correction of scrivener's/clerical errors, references, ordinance 
numbering, section/subsection numbers and any references thereto. 

Section 3. Severability. If any one or more section, subsection, or sentence of this ordinance is 
held to be unconstitutional or invalid, such decision shall not affect the validity of the remaining portion of 
this ordinance and the same shall remain in full force and effect. 

Section 4. Effective Date. This ordinance shall take effect five (5) days after passage and 
publication. 

APPROVED BY A MAJORITY.<(f the Lake Forest.Park City Council this 11 1
h day of June, 2015, 

and signed into authentication this 15~ day of J~c..... , 2015. 

APPROVED: 
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APPROVED AS TO FORM: 

iG (]_. W 
Kim Adams Pratt 
City Attorney 

Introduced: May 28. 2~0~1~5 ___ _ 
Adopted: June 11 2015 
Posted: June 16, 2015 
Published: June 16, 2015 
Effective: June 21, 2015 
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